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ANTI-RIGHTIST CAMPAIGN 


We reported in the September 30 Bulletin an attack on Francis Wei as a rightist. That was 
evidently only the opening gun in a general campaign against rightists within the church all 
over China, The Tien Feng August 26 and September g numbers tell of denunciations of other 
rightists in various parts of the country. 


One of the outstanding objects of attack is the Rev. Sun P’eng-hsi of Shenyang (Mukden). 
The article against him is copied from the Liaoning Daily and occupies the important first two 
pages of the August 26 number of Tien Feng. It begins as follows: On August 5-7 à total of 
77 representative pastors, elders, deacons, and church members from every city and county in 
our province met in the Tungkuang church in Shenyang to expose the Christian rightist renegade 
Sun P’eng-hsi, who has opposed the Communist Party, Socialism, and the Three Self Movement. 


„Sun p'eng-hsi is a member of the Liaoning Provincial People’s Congress, the Shenyang 
City People’s Congress, a special government committee of Liaoning, and of the National Com- 
mittee of the Three Self Patriotic Movement. He is chairman of the Church of Christ in China 
Northeastern Synod, and Vice-chairman of the Shenyang City Three-self Committee. Although 
such a prominent figure in both government and church circles, Sun P*eng-hsi since Liberation 
has not only not entered positively into service of the People, but has consistently stood on thé 
side of reaction, sympathizing with and supporting counter-revolutionaries, and showing dis- 
satisfaction with purge movements. When Yen Chia-le, a counter-revolutionary leader in the 
Little Flock here in Shenyang, was arrested, he went around everywhere saying, ‘Yen is a good 
man, it was a mistake to arrest him. When the counter-revolutionary Wang Ming-tao was 
arrested (in Peking), some renegade made the remark that a good man like Wang Ming-tao in 
the new social order was like a fish in the fire. When Sun P’eng-hsi heard this he not only did 
not refute it but said, That's true. He has also been zealous in distributing reactionary books 
and pamphlets in Shenyang. When Lu Tsung-ch'i, the spy hidden within the church, was ar- 
rested and tried according to law and sentenced to lo years imprisonment, Sun P’eng-hsi with 
complete disregard for right said, ‘He is not a criminal, the government is wrong.’ His land- 
lord friend Sun Hsin-sheng was always listening to the Voice of America and spreading baseless 
rumors; although Sun P’eng-hsi knew this, he invited him to speak in the Tungkuang Church, 
and when he was later arrested, said everywhere that this was injustice. The counter-revolu- 
tionary and former landlord Ch'i Han- ch'un before his escape visited Sun P*eng-hsi, and the 
latter helped him to flee, *’ 


The article goes on to quote some of his rightist utterances, He is said to have called the 
new socialist order the dominion of the devil, and to have said that enthusiastic progressive 
elements in the church had bowed the knee to Baal. (This Communist daily has to add a note 
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here, saying that in the Bible Baal is a sungod, symbolic of the devil.) He opposed speaking 
‘patriotic subjects“ from the pulpit. 


The article concludes with saying that the conference now clearly recognizes him as an 
enemy. 


The next article in the August 26 Tien Feng is a similar attack on Episcopalian minister 
Yu P’ei-ts’ang, in Chengchow, reprinted from the Chengchow Daily. He is described as Vice- 
chairman of the Chengchow Three-self Committee, and a member of the Chengchow City 
People’s Congress. Among the charges brought against him he is said to have objected to the 
tight control over the Three-self Movement exercised by the Religious Affairs Bureau, saying, 
»The Three-self Movement is our organization; if we can't run it the way we want to, we 
might as well not have it. He also said, Freedom of religious belief is now just freedom of 
the government and freedom of unbelief.” The Seventh Day Adventist pastor is chairman of 
the Chengchow Three-self Committee, Yu P’ei-ts’ang said to him one day. Why do you have 
to run to the Religious Affairs Bureau about every little thing? Our Committee can handle 
things. When the rectification campaign began, he gleefully said, In the past the Commu- 
nist Party was always rectifying us; now it's our turn to rectify them, and we'll take their breath 
away. He has opposed the farm cooperatives, saying, The standaid of living has not been 
raised, and especially for farmers. At the time of Land Reform the farmers were all very happy, 
because they now had some land, but in the cooperative movement it was all taken away from 
them again, and now they are worse off than they were to begin with. Last spring when many 
people were going to a Buddhist temple to pray for healing, he took the opportunity to start a 
baseless rumor, saying that the poor people have no money to buy medicine, and so the only 
thing they can do is to ask the gods for he lp. 


All of these charges against Yu P'ei-ts“ang were brought out in a meeting of church leaders 
in Chengchow on August 9 and 10. 


Many anti-rightist meetings were held in other places, but in most of them they had no 
local object of attack, but contented themselves with a general denunciation of rightists, an 
a re-affirmation of loyalty to the Communist government. However, there were specific de- 
nunciations: In Tsitsihar against Wang Kuan-ch’ien (described as a former Lutheran minister) ; 
in a meeting of the Ningpo-Shaohsing District of the CCC against Ku Hsi-sheng, Yu Hsiu-yi 
and Pao Che-chih; in Lungyen, Fukien against Chen Chu-kuang; and in Tsingtao against Chang 
Ming-t'ing and Huang Yuan-chi. 


One of the meetings was of the Nankang District of the Chekiang-Fukien Synod of the 
Chinese Jesus Independent Church, I have not been able to identify the Nankang area, but the 
district is said to include 14 churches with more than 1, 500 members. 


WU YI-FANG INTERVIEW 


The August 26 Tien Feng has a three page report of an interview with Dr. Wu Yi-fang, 
formerly president of Ginling College, and now Lieutenant Governor of Kiangsu Province. She 
is also Vice-chairman of the National Committee of the Three-self Movement. The interviewer 
was Chin Ch*i-ch’ang, a Disciples minister who seems to be now on the faculty of Nanking 
Theological Seminary, The subject of the interview was the prospects of middle and primary 
school graduates as to going on to a higher school or having to go out and work. Lists were just 
then being posted of those who had successfully passed the examinations to the next higher 
school level, and so it was a very timely subject. 


Dr. Wu began by pointing out what remarkable progress had been made since 1949. Taking 
1949 figures as 100, the number of college students in 1956 was up to 378, or in actual figures 
443,000 students; middle school index was up to 535, or a total of 5,566,000 students; and 
primary school index was at 270, for a total of 65,814,000 pupils. Vocational schools on the 
middle school level were up ten times, to a total of 775,000 students. She then gave the sta- 
tistics for Kiangsu province, noting in each case its relation to the 1949 figures: primary school 
pupils 4,550,000 (double 1949); junior middle 350,000 (up 3 times plus); senior middle 66, 

(up 2-1/2 times); college level 26,000 (up 2-1/2 times), She claims that these figures 0 
that greater progress has taken place in the seven years of Communist rule than in 20 years 
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*. the Kuo Min Tang. In Kiangsu there has been an average of 380,000 increase in primary 

pupils every year, nine times the rate of growth under the Kuo Min Tang. Middle school 
pupils have increased by an average of 50,000 every year, 11 times the Kuo Min Tang rate for 
Kiangsu. Outside this conventional school program, Kiangsu has had 3, 310,000 enrolled in 
literacy classes, and in evening schools on the primary school level 280,000, middle school 
level 100,000, and college level 3,000. 


Is it possible to accelerate still more the rate of growth, so that a larger number of this 
year’s graduates could be taken care of on the next higher level? Theoretically, perhaps yes, 
but actually we are limited in both personnel and equipment by present conditions, The Kiangsu 
school budget for 1956 was 27.5% of the total government budget, not including college level 
schools and middle school level vocational schools, which are supported from the national budget, 
This proportion could not be increased without seriously affecting other aspects of government 
work engaged in the socialistic reconstruction of the country. 


The majority of this year’s senior middle school graduates will go on to college, but only a 
minority of junior middle school and primary school graduates will be able to go on to the next 
higher level. This is not an abnormal situation, School attendance in every country is pyrami- 
dal in shape, with the number getting smaller at each successively higher level, Even in the 
richest capitalistic country, the United States, and in the most advanced socialistic country 
Russia, this is true. Here she cites figures for America that less than one in three primary school 
graduates goes on toa high school, and only a little over one in three of high school graduates 
goes on to college. This proportion then will not be changed as the school situation improves, 
This means that as the attendance figures grow, there will be constantly larger numbers going 
on to the next higher level, but also constantly larger numbers being dropped at the end of each . 
school level. 


Now, since it is a normal thing for the number of students to decrease at the next higher 
level, why is it that this year so many students and parents are concerned over this question?“ 

is question she suggests two answers, First is the traditional emphasis upon study, so that 

who are dropped lose face. She reminds those who are dropped that their purpose in life 
should be to make a contribution to society, and that purpose they can fulfill by taking a job 
and doing it well. A second reason is that during the past few years the demand for college 
students was so great that practically every middle school graduate could go on to college. That 
extraordinary situation is now past, and though somewhat more than 50% of middle school gradu- 
ates will go on to college, still there will be more than 40% who do not go on, and the anxiety 
about the future seems to be chiefly in this group. 


For Kiangsu province most of those who do not go on to the next higher level of school will 
be assigned to agricultural work. She gave as an example 24 from Nanking who have just been 
sent to Yentzu-chi (Swallow Rock), a nearby village on the Yangtze River, to do farm work, 
However, the government may not be able to appoint everyone, so if any can find jobs for them- 
selves they are urged to do so. For example, one street committee had 234 graduates to find 
jobs for, but 69 were able to find places for themselves, thus lightening the work of the street 
committee. 


Mr. Chin concluded the interview by asking her for a special message to her fellow-Chris- | 
tians throughout the country. This message consists of an exhortation to Christians to throw | 
the mselves vigorously into the socialization program, and especially to shun the rightists who 
are now being exposed among their ranks. 


CHURCH NEWS 


A Korean Presbyterian missionary in Tsingtao, Pastor Fang, has just reached Tokyo after 20 
years in Tsingtao, For the past six years he has been under virtual house arrest, and so his 
knowledge of the church situation is rather limited. He has reported as follows, mostly on a 
hearsay basis: Many student Christian followers of Wang Ming-tao condemn the pastors and 
churches for participating in the Three-self Movement, and refuse to attend these churches, 
Ming-tao himself is ‘‘vacant-minded and witless after his prison experience, and unable 
me preaching duties. He had another story of a young pastor who was imprisoned for 
ral years, with a similar result of mental breakdown, He has now improved somewhat, but 
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